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To readers | haven't seen а while, and to first-time 
readers, hello! l'm Nakamura. Whether you're Browsing 
this at the Bookstore, or sitting down and reading it 
thorouchly, thank you for reading my new series, Skip 
Beat! | would like to Give this series a different story 
and character from my previous series, Kurepara (Tokyo 
Crazy Paradise). The way | want to develop the story is 
still a "secret." But Because of that, readers who liked 
Kurepara might not like this so much.. Starting with 
the main character—she's not a "hero of justice"..nor 
8 "heroine" nor a 'soothina heroine." 

^ 
| think this is а condition that must ве present as the 
Main characteristic of shojo Manaa..But | felt that 
type is an ordinary airl..and even i£ | don't do it, 
зомеводу else would draw it. The main character | 
draw must Be a little like a wild Beast, or even if | 
draw a traditional shojo manga main character, 
the readers won't enjoy it..l'm always OBsessed By 
thouchts like that somewhere in my heart... 
(But that results in the tragedy of creating 
main characters that don't appeal to the 
general pue&lic) @ 


„But гедагфпа Кјоко character, it was 
completed a lona time aao, actually. Yes, 
when | was young, 2-21 years old... 


Continued on pace 8. 
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At my first јов, a very depressing Kyoko character was created, who reflected my 
aray life (she could see spirits, and was Good at witchcraft and making straw dolls 
for cursing people, so she was always а vengeful-spirit Kyoko). But although she 
could curse people, the curses usually failed. A silly character...) Then | Quit my first 
JOB and Before | went to my second ов, Kyoko's appearance changed a little (the 
changed Kyoko is on page 88), and after | made му degut as a mangaka, | drew а 
ЗО-раве storyeoard for a one-shot story with that Kyoko appearing as a side 
character: 

„Ви Before | could show it to my editor, | found 
Out that my degut work would ве a series. So | 
didn't show it to апуводу, and it was put to sleep. But Because | didn't use it then, 

| think | was аве. to use it now... Well, she has Been changed for the series to Be a 
little more cheerful than Before. But the dark side is part o£ Kyoko's individuality, 
SO she always has to Be dark here and there. Because | have the image of the oriai- 
nal Kyoko inside ме, | have to Be careful about showing the amount Of darkness... lt 
has to Be in the ranae that is ассер аве. for a shojo manga heroine. By the way, 
when | was asked By my editor about ideas tor the new series, | had in mind a simple 
school-Based story... The main character was а вази фи, ancel-like ай Мала Kyoko 
inside...so there was a wide аар Between her looks and her real personality, а char- 
acter with poison. But, at that time | was doing a зећоо!-вазед story in Hana to 
Yume... 


+ 
The antaconist's younger sister, 
an extremely evil personality 


Continued on pace 25. 
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SINGLE THAT GOD 

PERSON IS CREATED 
GIVEN A LONG, 
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us MS, MOGAMI 
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Z HEY, 
Я МФ. МОбАМІ. 
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PIPN'T YOU 
GET À 
‚ RECEIPT? 


BOUGHT 
THE СР, 


SHE SEEMED 
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HAD NO 
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we only 
have the 
Store copy 
left. 


We're sorry 
When you Bought 
the CD, | hadn't 
told the staff 
Members asout 
the first release 


HAVEN'T 


„THAT 
THE STAFF 
MEMBERS 

WERE 

REASONABLE 

PEOPLE, 


I DIDN'T 
HAVE PROOF 

THAT I HADN'T 

RECEIVED 

THE POSTERS, 

30 I ASSUMED 
THEY'P TELL ME 
THEY'P ALREADY 
GIVEN THEM 
TO ME, 


THEY 
EVEN SAID 


хэй, ANY LEFT, 


4o come! 
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MINUTES 
TO GET 


PIP YOU at 
S PON'T 
She WA ТАУ 
really TOGET | ^ 0 E 


НЕКЕ 
ckless. MAKE 
re а IT IN 
L 17! 
ма This J 
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even have the 
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Мн were E picem E 
working at СР 
another THIS 
place, tOO. MONTH... 


„COMING 
TO TOKYO 
21 RIGHT 
^" ||| | AFTER YOU 
GRADUATED 
FROM 
JUNIOR 
„АМР HIGH... 
WORKING 
ALL PAY, 
NOT EVEN 
GOING TO 
ФЕМОК 
HIGH... 
THERE'S 
SOMETHING 
WRONG. 


But you 
always look 
pretty ва 
when you 


Get here. 


жек 
READING mh Ж 
STORIES u AIS 


ABOUT N Й 
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КҮОКО, 
YOU'RE 
PRINCESSES. ALWAYS 


EVEN IF 
SHE'S 
WEARING 
TATTERED 
CLOTHES, 
AND I2 
UNHAPPY... 


ENP SHE 
BECOMES 
ORE 
BEAUTIFUL 
THAN 
ANYBODY... 
„ASI LIKE A iives 
GREW UP PRINCESS HAPPILY 
I REALIZED 700 WITH THE 
THAT IT e I nie 
TAKES MONEY 
ТО BECOME THAT... BOLT 
BEAUTIFUL, PRINCESSES 
LIKE THAT. 
„WAS MY 
CHILPHOOP 
PREAM, 
EN 
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Somethina саме. up 
that could have Been 
a рговем. Well, there. 
was a Manga with a 
very similar polgnant 
story... | thought, "Oh 
по! Someone did it 
first!" How aßout о 
the rough school- 
Based story that | had 
written down as àn 
idea for а one-shot 
when | was still doina 
Kurepara? í There 
werent any other 
ideas | could do as a 
series... (Actually, 
there were, But they 
weren't suited for E 
Hana to Yume... and 
there were even 
ideas that the edi- 
tor-in-chie£ told me 
were "not in style, so 
wait 5 more years"... b 
So, the school-Based 
story was the one 
that looked as if it 
would work for Hana 
to Yume..But | didn't 
have the соигаве or 
spirit to do that 
story at that Нме. | 
was Stuck, 50 | con- 
sulted the editor-in- 
chief, and received u 
the advice "Why dont 
you chance the set- 
ting?" When | took 
the school-Based 
story's Good parts (a 
school with a perfor- 
mance arts course 
and the settings for 
each character), and 
thought of an inter- 
esting "setting," | 
could only think up 

a showBiz-8ased 
story... 5 | don't have 
that twuch interest 
in showBiz, and don't 
весоме. а passionate 
fan of celeprities... 
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CELL PHONE 
ALWAYS 
FORWARDS 
MY CALLS 
TO THE 
MESSAGING 
SERVICE 


„UNDERSTAND || 


MORE THAN || 


COULP IT BE... 


„THAT AS 


SHO HATES 
BEING TOLP 52% 
WHAT ТО pO THE AGENCY 
TELL HIM 
то Do THIS 
AND THAT...? 
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FAMILY... 


I PON'T 

HAVE TIME ! 
TO CALL YOU IM 
X FOR THINGS BUSY! 
LIKE THAT! 


„ТО BE GET- 
TING MORE 
ANP MORE 

SULLEN 

EVERY TIME 

HE COMES 

HOME, 


„НЕ WHEN 
ps JUST 
NICE COME 

е то 
TOKYO, 


РИ 10:30 


were 
working, 
and | 
can't eat 
without 
you 


And | 
«heres 
thine tO 
59 at with ( 


ке. Ace 


Darumaya. 


I'M A GUY „НЕ HATED OWNS 


WHO'S THE "MARRY 20ME OF THE 

GONNA ANICE GIRL, COUNTRY'S MOST 
YOU'RE || BECOME А ANP TAKE PROMINENT OLD 
РКЕАМ- SPAN цан ОУЕК ТНЕ JAPANESE 1ММ5, 
: ING WEA INN" LIFE, WITH THE MAIN 


INN IN KYOTO. 


NO WAY, 1 
WANT A MORE 
GLAMOROUS 


WHEN SHO TALKED 
WITH HIS PARENTS 
ABOUT HIS FUTURE, 
THEY ALWAYS 
ENDED UP FIGHTING, 


|- 

THE OTHER DAY, IF 1 STAY SHO, WITH 
Мерке | | ТОВЕСОМЕ | HOME ANY LONGER, eee 
MAKING A LIST A CELEBRITY I'LL BE FORCED AGAINST 
OF POTENTIAL HAD BEEN TO MARRY THIS THE VALE 

TOR MY are GIRL FROM PECIPEP TO 
Кем SINCE НЕ WAS AROUND HERE, 30 ТО TOKYO 
up v A CHILD ^ GIRL WHO'S TO BECOME A 
ОА PLAIN АМР "CELEBRITY," 
ur 3 BORINGI AS SOON AS 
keta HE FINISHEP 
ою JUNIOR HIGH. 
ix 
„„РІРМТ 
WANT ТО SEE 
SHO GET 
MARRIED TO 
SOMEBOPV 


ELSE, 


„ANDI \ 
SAID "YES" 
WITHOUT 


He was 
the vocalist 
рог a Band. 3 
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AGAIN? 
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LONG! 
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| have. no desire to 
keep up with the 
latest trends, thus | 
don't have any taste [| NŠ 
in fashion. A show- 
Biz story... | was very 
worried whether 

| would Be all right 
GOING BOldly in that 
direction? But if | 
Was GOING to draw 
it, | didnt want to 
draw a Cinderella- | € 
type story where З ( N b 
"One day, due to | AN 
some chance, some- U EĊĊ 
one deguts as а 
celegrity.' | do Believe 
that those types 

of stories arae the 
hearts Of Girls more 
easily, thou&h... с 


..So I'm writing as А COOL GUY I CAN'T 

if Im a know-it-all. E ep SIMPLY 60 TO A 
Althouah | made up ELSE TO 60 BUY SUPERMARKET 
my mind to write a PUDDING FOR ME, ORA 
showBiz-Based story, THAT WOULDN'T CONVENIENCE 
l'm having a very 

hard time drawina. tice 

The storyBoards "E V 2 


take even more 
time than Kurepara 
did. (Although it деф- 
initely doesn't look 
that way... Ò 14 as- 
sumed that the new 
series would ве. 
easier to do, BOth 
the storyBoards and 


succeeded A GOOD 


1 
май megs, МОР 


drawing the series ONE MORE pedo NOW... 
itself... I'm a real THING TO 
fool, so I'm strua- MAKE SHO 


alina to have people 
enjoy reading Skip 
Beat each time. 
Please enjoy it! 


SOON 
THE DAY 

WILL COME 
WHEN I'LL 
STEAL THE 
"COOLEST 

MALE 
CELEBRITY" 


М9. 
MARUVAMA, 
WHO WORKS 

AT THE SAME 


—JOQQ 


STOPPED 


I 
SHOULDN'T 
SAY THAT 
SHE SAID 
HE SINGS 
WELL АМР 


„Ле guy that „ће #1 „ће big 
everybody most quest that 
admits to desirable everybody's 
being the man... been 
coolest male waiting 


celebrity! 
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you have 
jo, Such long 
legs! 


w your 
inseam 


HALF THE 
AUDIENCE 
MUST BE 
PLANTS! 


is very 
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In a poll HIS 4 IT'6 HI6 


ара / HE 
shoes MUST BE 


chosen as the 
*] most 
desirable 


Eu token bu BRAIN HEAD, 
N / womeninther| I? THE NOT THE ne 
N eorly20s, | 9IZE OF Face! T 
youwere | APEA, N jan 
ANDIT HIS HEAD THAT ARE 


MUST 
RATTLE 
WHEN IT 
SHAKES! 


results. | 
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Title 


Readers close to 
му зае will think o£ 
the same thina i£ 
they heard the 
words "Skip Beat" s 
Actually, | rejected 
the title мапу 
times, as well as the 
character desians, 
and when | was 
thinking aBout the 
Mth title, | felt 
that | wanted to 
put "Skip" in the 
title, like "Skip 
somethina' or 
"Something Skip" It 
sounds fun and 
foreian. A smart 
kid "skips" from 
Being а arade- 
schooler or a 
junior hieh-school- 
er to Becoming a 
college student all 
Of a sudden. Like 
Kyoko says in the 
story, Becoming а 
star instanta- 
neously, without 
experiencing peri- 
045 of oBscurity | 
wanted to put 
"Skip" in the title 
No matter what... 
and if "Skip" is 
there, the next 
thing is "Beat"... 5 
My editor and | 
Brainstormed aBout 
whether there was 
another word to 
use. The word 
"Beat" has the 
SPFINGING Meaning, 
to "hit, drum' (му 
personal impres- 
sion) and to "win 
against the other 
party or an oppo- 
nent"... 
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COOLER THAN 
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SHE SAYS 
| "EVEN IF 
| OTHER GIRLS 
1 PONT 
UNDERSTAND, 
I po" 


OF THE COUNTRV'S 
MOST PROMINENT 
JAPANESE INN HA2 
NEVER CLEANED 
| PONE THE LAUNDRY, 


DO YOU THINK 
I COULD HAVE 
COME TO TOKYO ! 


I'M LIKE 
A BABY. 


AND LIVED 
BY MYSELF 
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«SINCE I 
WAS A КІР, 
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BASICALLY 
A HOUSE- 
MAIP TO 
ME. 
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8 lot with 
the inn, 
and she did 
what | told 
her 


e ° : WILL | 
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WOULDN'T 
HAVE 

CHOSEN 

HER TO 
COME IN 
THE FIRST 
PLACE. 


BEAUTIFUL 
THAN 


2HE 
DECIDED 
TO COME 
ON HER 
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ANYBODY... |. 
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GAVE 
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FREEDOM 
To 


CHOOSE. 
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N MONEY TO 
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NOT EVEN | 
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HIGH 
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RIGHT? 
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HER ACE AGENCY 
KYOTO... ene i Рок PAY FOR 


YOU TO 
60 10 
SCHOOL. 


I'M 1 
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A GIRL 
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SEX APPEAL, 
WHO DOESN'T 
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YOU WANT 
YOUR 20- 
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YOU DIDN'T "|| IMAGE HAS 
THINK YOU'D REALLY 
CHANGE CHANGED. 
THIS MUCH, 
PIP YOU? 
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H Y 
JUSTANEW MISS 
HAIRCUT ө 
| AND HAIR 


THE 
BLOW PRY 
INCLUDED, 
THE TOTAL 

WILL BE 
24,000 
YEN. 


I CANCELLED 
THE LEASE 
«АМР ЕОК ТНЕ 
NOW... EXPENSIVE 
APARTMENT 
I КЕМТЕР 
FOR HIM... 
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„PITCHED 


ME MERCI- GUY I 
LESSLY, WAS IN 
AS IF LOVE 
HE WAS WITH 
THROWING SINCE 
AWAY I WAS 
SOME USED A 
TISSUE. CHILD.. 


Me, 
covered 
with so much 
Sho snot 
that there 
&re no clean 
spots left 
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Darumaya 
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MAN- | уоик GOOD 

myel NERS | MANNERS, 
: ? HE REALLV 
LIKEP YOU, 


DOES YOUR 
FAMILY KUN 
A LUXURY 
ЈАРАМЕФЕ- 
STYLE 
КЕФТАЏ- 
КАКТ? 


IF I ФНОМЕР SPEND 
THEM THAT YOUR EASE ALOTOF 
SECRET WITH THE TIME АТА ' 
TECHNIQUE CUSTOMERS JAPANESE 
I LEARNED BY AND YOUR INN... 
HELPING OUT AT ATTENTION 
SHOTARO'S TO FOOD 12 
PLACE... EXTRAOR- 
DINARY. 


MY 
„1 HUSBAND 
WOULDN'T AND I 
BE ABLE BOTH 
TO DENY ASSUMED 
IT. THAT WAS THAT'S 
THE 


CASE... 


Ка really 
not true? 


THEN I WOULD 
-. HAVE BEEN 
` ABLE TO FINP 
A JOB... 
OR I COULD 
` HAVE FOUND 
WORK AT 


` SHOTARO'S ` 


THERE MUST 
РЕ A REASON 
WHY KYOKO 
HASN'T 
ATTENDED 
SENIOR HIGH! 


IFIHAD >. 
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IN KYOTO ` 
* MY FAMILY ` : 
x. WOULD HAVE 
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х HIGH АТ--: 
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It's perfect for 
Kyoko!! My heart 
throBsed, and the 
title Became "Skip 
Beat!" Regarding 
the title—for a 
long time and up 
until the last 
moment, | was 
thinking авои it. 
So | feel | inconve- 
nienced my editor a 
lot... The first title 
| suBmitted was 
kinda depressina, 
and after that | 
suBmitted ones 
that didn't have 
much effect, ог 
ones people 
couldn't figure out 
the meaninas Of, 
and they «ot re- 
jected. And unlike 
an adult, | cotw- 
plained... t (shame) 
My character de- 
sians kept cettina 
rejected too 
(actually, Ren was 
rejected, too), and I 
complained, "Then, 
what kind o£ stuff 
IS acceptaele?" | 
apologize for Being 
short-tempered. 
But you, the editor 
who patiently dealt 
with me when | had 
a short fuse, you're 
a real role model 
for editors. Thank 
you so very much. 


| will try to watch 
myself, But | don't 
know when | may 
turn out to Be а 
wild horse. So, 
when that happens, 
please rein ме. in. 
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BUT 
NO ONE'S 
APPROACHED 


АГ 


38) 
| Ë 
10 


COSMETICS\ МО! 
A E | NO, 
“мд! 


111) 


Š N \ 
Ni 
5 IPONT 
901 Z| WANT ТО BUY 
WANT TO THEM USING 
BUY THEM = ТНЕМОКЕУ 
WITH THE ши: pri ЕМ 
ЧЭ АЕМ SHOTARO! 
; THAT WOULP 
CLEAN BE LIKE 
MONEY! OWING HIM 


К РОК THE 
AW COSMETICS! 


11 


Ира 


ЛІ 


I'VE TOLP 
TAISHO АМР 
OKAMISAN 
THAT I'M 
LOOKING РОК A 
PAY JOB ANP 
AN APAKT- 
MENT МЕАК 
PARUMAVA, 


m 
SHOULDN'T 
HAVE USED 
THE MONEY 
I МАРЕ FROM 
SELLING ALL 
MY STUFF... 


1 


The Sho Fuwa 
collection sold 
for a aood price, 
from CDs to 
rare items. 


AT THE 

HAIR SALON 
AND FOR МУ 
CLOTHES... 


+ 


And for her 
shoes and Baa. 


= = 


THANK 


You 


..I'VE BEEN 
WANPERING 
ABOUT THE 
PLACES WHERE 
TALENT SCOUTS 
SUPPOSEDLY 
HANG QUT... 


WEAR 20ME 
MAKEUP... 


IF 
WAITING 


THE 

КОАР ТО 

231 BECOMING 
A 

MYSELF! CELEBRITY 

16 THE 

youve 60 ана 

xo МО 


INSTANTLY 
CATCH UP 
WITH HIM, 

THE ONE HE 
THINKS 12 
PLAIN ANP 

BORING... 


SHOTARO, 


- IG0T N Q> SSS WHO CAN'T 
== 0 77-2 EVEN U2E 
— rll BETTER = - А VACUUM 


SHOTARO'S дейт THAN ul TE nn 
PRIDE antl) SHOTARO PIP Too! MUST EE 
WILLBE | ao pip! a id ТВ 

ФНАТТЕКЕР | d = е ABLE 10 

! nothina to Too! 


do with 
Becoming a 
celebrity. 


117 < | мет 
N] а за | WAIT. 


19 


вет you, 
Днотако! 


DEI 
SOF Y 
7 


aS 


> 


28252222 


X 


УУТ 
ВЭ) 
б 
© 
$ 


/ GIRLS NO dy HEY! 
= | /| ARE YOU 
) LIKE i 
| ME. ея М; | GETTING 
NOTA NGOLE 


\ бой 


are women IT'S I 
in this world, | JUST | 
Ikeep / | SOMEONE || 
sneezina. GOSSIP- | 


as there | 


SAYING BAD |= 


/ 


| JEALOUS 
? 


ARE SCARY 
WHEN YOU 
MAKE THEM 

ANGRY. 


' SHE MIGHT 
REALLY 
GET INTO 
THE 
BUSINESS, 


I'VE 
KNOWN 
HER LONG 


I 
WANT TO 


BECOME 


HAVE AN 
APPOINT- 


қоста» за ис» MAT 


20 


PLEASE! 


LET ME 


| MEET ONE 


OF THE 
AGENCY 
BIGWIGS! 


B. 


26 
СУ THAT'S 
| NOT NO m ere What THEN 
N WHAT I now — ?l PLEASE 
AY MEAN MAKE AN 
= APPOINT- 
MENT, 
AND COME 


NOBODY'S БАО 


ЇМ ТНЕ 
OFFICE 
TODAY? 


I THOUGHT 
TALENT 
AGENCIES 
EAGERLY 
ACCEPT PEOPLE 
WHO WANT 


TO BE 
CELEBRITIES! 


YOU'RE 
ALIVELY 
ONE. 


THAT'S 
GOOD. 


jon 
Sectio Y Mi 


ТНАТ i 

SEEMS TOO 

ĠEARED FOR HAVE pedis ИА 

VARIETY SHOWS, SINGER 
? 

ALLY DON'T 

WANT TO... ACTING. 


NO 
AND 1 BASIC- INTEREST LIST ГЭЭР | 
IN f 


00500002 


HERE 
РОК! 


ES 


— > 
с“ D 
ж. 


DH ра G 77 


ЁЛ 
г 


тне TALENT 
то pekfokm 
and make 


| THO$€ мно наме 


WHAT'S 

HAPPEN- 

ING, MR. 

SAWARA 
БЭ ? 


қудай! 
к» SKa ER 
FEIN: 


c» ш S 
5 SHE \ 
DOESN'T 
ta SEEM ТО CARE IHAVE 
mes NOTHING 
А ТНАТ МОСН 222 
~ ABOUT SHOWBIZ, 1 T 
BUT SHE WANTS SEE. WITH 
TO BECOME A ФНОТАКО 
CELEBRITY. 


АМУМОКЕ 


у 


ENEMY OR | 


\ = 


USUALLY, 
AUPITION 
FIRST TO 
GET INTO 


THIS 
BUSINESS 


For music, 
people Bring 
demo tapes 

or CDs. 


E 


BUT 
COMING TO 
THE AGENCY 
FIRST TO ASK 
TO BECOME A 
CELEBRITY 


= EFFORTS 


L 

Ж АКЕ 
Ф USELESS, 
1 S 


E'S 
<< ALL THIS | 
TIME? 


SITTING 
LIKE THAT 


LEGO АКЕ 
GETTING 
NUMB... 


| 


AS IFI > 
НА= МЕРАМ | 


2 ТНАМ 
e SHOTARO'S 


ве 09 
200 strona! MN 


hs a SMALL 
ДО AGENCY mar 
le) ямхуш 

= pekfecrivi | 


AGENCY. 


| [ sS N THIS E Е ; 
RON quA MEI 
= WHICH | THEON 
КАШ [ALONE WITH) 223 
щ SHOTARO'S 
нед. EAM AME | CAN JOIN! | 


“ОР THE 
7 LARGEST 
A AGENCIES! 


I'M IT'S 


E е 22 

| LEAVING | ЖАР ALREAPV 
| NOW. s TEN 

С чи ANY WAY. 


NO MATTER 
HOW LONG 
SHE WAITS, 
THE IMPOSSIBLE 
19 STILL 
IMPOSSIBLE... 


TALENT AGENCY, 


NO, 
TALENTO SECTION 
SUPERVISOR, 
I'VE TAKENORI SAWARA, 
Tex AGE 41, BORN 
THAT IM MARCH 107*, 
THE BLOOD ТҮРЕ 
EVENINGS, АБ... | 
EMPLOYEES 
USE THIS · ДА | 
Eyes 
on 
the 


/ She 7 
thorouahly P, (aud 

investigates ©, V 
her prey. к 


stakina 
it out. 


INVOLVEP 
WITH гисн 


WE ФЕЕМ 
TO BE TOO 
СЕАКЕР 
TOWARDS 
VARIETV 
SHOWS, AND 
YOU BASIC- 


“| ALLY DON'T 


WANT TO, 
RIGHT? 


PLEASE, 
MR. SAWARA! 


LET ME JOIN 
THE TALENTO 
SECTION! 


FOUR DAYS SINCE KYOKO 
STARTED HAUNTING HIM, 
L.M.E. TALENT AGENCY 
TALENTO SECTION 
SUPERVISOR, 
TAKENORI SAWARA, 
AGE Al, 


I'LL NEVER 
| FORGET 
THIS FOR 


THE REST 
| 
| | е 
И ум 
„ГУЕ МАРЕ | DON'T 
A BREAK- | actu, FEEL 
THROUGH езе THAT YOU 
IN GETTING юм ОМЕМЕ ` 
CLOSE ТО t 


SHOTARO, 


OUR 


THE 
AUDITION 
ENSURES 
THAT THE 

CANDIDATES 

ARE WORTHY 

ОР US, 


n oum 
1 


«BUT 
THERE 
16 AN à 

AUPITIO THOUGHT YOU'D 

TO ENTER NEVER MAKE 


AGENCY. 


I DIDN'T 
TELL YOU 
ABOUT THIS, 
BECAUSE 1 


IT ANYWAY 


x | 
| SER \ | Ej 
e FOR А 


> ANI 


PLEASE THEN 


GIVE ME I'LL 
THE AUDITION IF OUR 
DETAILS. Tool PRESIDENT 
DOESN'T 
BELIEVE 
YOU CAN 


MAKE IT... 


Because 


касе L| — DON'T YOU 


ost mirate! | UNDERSTAND? 
OF ALL THE 
CANPIPATES, 
YOU HAVE THE 
LEAST AMOUNT 
SHE OF TIME TO 


SCARES PREPARE 


FOR THE 
ME... ” AUDITION! 


84 


| === BE А 
(Е MEMBER 


TALENTO — —. 
SECTION! 


A 


She already 
assumes she'll 
ао there. 


End of Act 2 


у 


а (Тһе Feast of; Horror, partil 


| HOW KYOKO'S 
Before | started the series, LOOK CHANGED 


| susmitted character desians, 
and this one was rejected 
Because she locks $00 — 
auiet (sort of like ZEN 
a Ма sister), >- 
8nd Because 
She looks 


First 
Generation, 
Renewed 


Generation 
| was like this, 
But with 
short hair 


| 1, L ; / | КиоКо &€ 


\ She was created 
in Nakamuras 
darkest time, 

when working. 


Third . | think she looked like this... 
Generation у 


the 
current, 


9 Џ 
у ^ То make her active, | 
Now, | want to thank му editor г L shortened her hair, But it 
who rejected му desiens ^" was rejected with comments 
until it turned out this way. to make her hairstyle simpler 


E - 179 Б 


A 1. » 21 т 


NASTY 
COMMENTS 
3" My 


application. 


WHAT'S WITH 
THAT SIGH, 
AS IF IT'S JUST 
A WASTE ОР 
MY TIME TO 
EVEN ТКУ, 
AND I'M GOING 
TO FAIL THE 
AUDITION AND 
REGRET 
IT?! 


LIKING 
THIS 
BUSINESS [res 1. 


Can Pss 
J wg кы $ "E. T 


isit minds 
UNDER- Жэ “1 WOW, 
ФТАКР 1 A 


ENOUGH. 


„YOU 
WANT TO 
JOIN WHEN 
YOU DON'T 
EVEN LIKE 


WHY PO YOU 
WANT TO JOIN 
THIS BUSINESS? 


THERE MUST 
BE AREASON, 
IF YOU MAPE 
MK. SAWARA 
GIVE IN 
TO YOU. 


IT'S NOT 
JUST YOU 
WASTING 
YOUR TIME, 


JUDGES WHO 
HAVE TO 
' — PUT UP 
тејее WITH YOU 
5/5) THINK IT'S 
sheesh: A WASTE 


4.2... 


WANT ФОМЕ 
ЕХСІТЕ- 
MENT? 


YOU 
GOT ANY 
PROBLEMS 


Fu- 


HIGH SCHOOL 
GIRL WITH 


Why do you have to look (7 

- Кару les Sho Fuwa! - ү! 

Vo" must Ve heard of him! f 
7 He's Popular now! | 

A really popular musicians 

He's a genius who made 


the Internet on 
his cell phone. 


[ науе то 
РЁа!ўе HIM 
4 ћ Хо MUCH 


RU 
„WITH hi 
T SOMEONE 

I LIKE HIM, 

He | YOU САМ 
u GET YOUR 
N) REVENGE 
CAN IF YOU CAN 

У SING, 


Dorn- AT ALL! 
it. 


AN 
AUDITION 
DIFFERENT 


MR. SAWARA 
GIVE IN. 


` 


1112 


„IN 
„AND GET | | й e в: 
| НЕ 
YOUR EGO | и THOUGHT 
BEING ~ 


SHATTERED. / 
2 REALLV 
MEAN, 


m 
WON'T BE 

ABLE TO 
CONVINCE / 


BEST... 


„THERE 1 
" AKEN'T ANY | 
Vos ПРОМТ reasons FOR № . BUT. 
дек BELIEVE HIM T2 FEEL — 
5 THAT HOSTILE 


ALTHOUGH 
I FEEL HOSTILE 
TOWARDS 
REN TSURUGA 
BECAUSE OF 
HOW HE ACTEP 
WHEN WE 
FIRST MET... 


| 


and worships JW | 
Ren Tsuruga- = 
аааала == 


inne 1^ 
X 059007 


TO STARDOM 
IN AN 


AND YOUILL INSTANT! 
АДА 
quae YOU'RE 
SIDE WITH 
THIS DORK HUMAN, 
AND SAY... JUST 
LIKE 
| МЕ! 
/ Ч pe 
| N Y = THIS 
m 
| Й | 
| m == 


This poster came with a magazine 
! y that а customer cave her. 


Gy NN 


we completely 
derestimatsd 


эра Aa ha hal 


mis‘ 5 Он ту, 
acest! THIS is 
|Gre?* fun and 
pre Pons 


one m 
еке KYOKO IS 
cove’ LAUGHING 
o*- REALLY LOUD, 
de IN ALL ALONE... 


IN 
ANY 
CAZE... 


i 


THE 
PAY 
FINALLY 
CAME, 


THE 
PAY TO 
CELEBKATE 
THE 
OPENING OF 
KYOKO'S 
MAGNIFICENT 
REVENGE 
PLAY... 


5 
| will not мәке. 


апу excuses. 


Usually, when draw- 
ina, мапеа, you have 
the editor check 
your penciling, then 
you do the inking 
(But... most man- 
Gakas рговаву до 
the Inking without 
waiting for editors 
to respond...Because 
there's no time. 6) 


| have Been doing 
that for many years 
since lve Become а 
Mangaka, and that 
day, | sent in my pen- 
ciled pages as usual. 
They were the pen- 
ailing for the last 
story in this volume, 
"Act 5: The Emo- 
tion She Lacks." Му 
editor looked at it, 
and phoned me as 
usual. And after 
we talked about 
the thinas he had 
checked, he suddenly 
said, "Ms. Nakamura, 
who's your favor- 
ite Skip Beat char- 
acter?" 


„Рм not the type to 
"love" my characters, 
and Being asked му 
favorite when I’ve 
just started a series 
(only Kyoko and Sho 
have some person- 
ality...) | don't dislike 
Kyoko as a female 
character, so | can 
say | like her As a 
reader, Sho is some- | 
one | definitely... 


Continued on | 
pace 29 | 


| | 
(STAND QUT | 
ZZANp ФЕТ. 752 


BECAUSE 
EVERVONE 
WANTS ТО BE А 
CELEBRITY, 
ALL THE GIRLS 
HAVE PUT 
ON MAKEUP 


I'M 
ALREADY | 


LOST “ou WHAT 
IN THE l-Seocina AMI 
CROWD! ем 

sighing! 


N WHERE'S А 
HER kI 


Е si PARE \ \ 


Р ав 


E => 


YOU SHOULD BE TENSE h ^ 
AND FIRED UP HERE! : 0 px ыг ана 
DON'T REMIND ME dear ла 00 
0 ILY LIFE: анж ^ YOUNG GIRL KNOW 
уроке seras: /0ИТе too "итоб" "нат 
хий ТА af DOING I 
AN EYESORE! «Ат? неврьекокк! 
I'M IRRITATED JUST 
WATCHING YOU! 


DOI : 
HAVE TO HAVE |: 
SOMEONE 
I'VE JUST MET, |: 
WHOSE NAME 
IPON'T 
EVEN KNOW, 
ФАУ ФИСН 
THINGS TO 
ME... 


WRONG 1. WANT 

37 WEARING 2 

| |, MAKEUP Ap 
A GIRL! 
NS 


EMI 


RIGHT7 


DID YOU 
GET LOST, 
LITTLE GIRL? 


WHERE'S 


сор Š 
MSN in 
E у ! И 5 a 8 ЧО 
N А. M | (e) 
р: 172 | қу | IN 
" FS Га Фу гу HANIN 
' JA BER Ч QU | NS 
| ТЭ | SNB Gy 
W || \ J d Mayse | think | 


2 pe SIR N |; 
N 22 2 2 she For pac = SE % Y e 
> epus ue | 
E 


=== 


E 


== 


Zar A ко ~ З ES = 2856504 
Ç l 3 № || 
! | й 2 А 

A 


і 


mmi 


|" WHA 

P 
HATIRE N 
You 


a hy 


Apparently, 
this is 
8 holy 
weapon 
thet 
humans are 
Born with 


«САМ 
ALWAYO 
ФЕТ HELP 
BV 
шалыг 


LITTLE 
GIRL | 


Actors 
Section вит 


zt THERE 
ЕЕЕ 
~q RELAX YET, 
MANY ---4 WE'RE 
GIRLS STILL 
\ ONLY HALF 


FIIIIIIINALLY 
FINISHED THE 
PRELIMINARIES 
FOR NUMBERS 
| THROUGH 20. 


WE'RE HALF 


Singers | 
OH Section 


REALLY? 
THERE 
WERE QUITE 
А FEW 
GIRLS WE 
WANT, 


BETTEK 
PICTURE 
7 


? 
YOU 


SHOULD ВЕ | 
SMILING 


«PEOPLE WHO 
BECOME STARS 
HAVE A CEKTAIN 
SOMETHING, 
EVEN WHEN 
THEY'RE STILL 
AMATEURS, 


SMS | 
сомів! 


She took the photo with 
EE дізрозавіє camera, _ у 
so most of the shots 
were out o£ focus, 
and the ones that were 
passaBle all looked like this 
(Because she was desperate”. 


IF 1 HADN'T 


LET YOU 
AUPITION, 
| | VOL, WOULD'VE 
| BEEN KEJECTEP 
IN THE | 


APPLICATION 


Ú 
M E SCREENING! 


ж GETTING 
| KEJECTEP 
/ WAIT 


A 
MIN- 
UTE 


DOESN'T MAKE 
ІТ FAST THE 
PRELIMINARIES, 
WHAT'S GONNA 
HAPPEN... 


4 од =m 
„то ` eee 
/ АД E Ке ү N 
TIME TO - 
| START L 22 
LOOKING АТ | 
| THE REST 


2 


За зү 1 yw • 


I'LL 


yeh 


IT'S 60 GET 
EVERY- 
FINALLY ЁОРҮ | Сив 
5 | er THROUGH 
GETTING | 
TIRED ОР ө 
WAITING! FOLLOW 
ME 
TO THE 
AUDITION 


HALL, 


lid 
I-IM i T 
NOT | | 
READY 880) 
YET!! 


" 


| 


PLEASE 

LINE UP 

ACCORDING 
TO YOUR 

NUMBERS, 
TWO то 

А КОМ, 


| WHAT'S 


226 
eine | THAT 
хах there YOU WANT 
wosan TO KNOW 
audi THE 
AFTER. AUDITION'S 
comers. GOING, 
make their 
degut. 
м, 


12 
ТНЕКЕ 
SOMEONE 
YOU'RE 
сиктоид 
ABOUT? 


IKEVENGE"., 


HOW LONG 
CAN SHE 
2UKVIVE 

WITH... 


Numbers 
31 through 
46 in the 
front row, 
the rest of 
uou in the 
bock row. 


After our 
Fy judges are 
introduced, 
€ach of you 
will introduce 
yourself. 


„second 
fromthe And 
end is .. 

Supervisor 
Sowara 
of the 

Talento 

Section. 


Mr. Sawara, == 
we hes : Biawia ОЁ 2 Pie 
Blank look. 
Actors —— 
Section — Я PRESI- 


у 122553 
Ta aue. 27222: DENT 


Sincer: 
in ZZ Y 
74) 
\ 4 | 
X у || 


.. became 
independent 
from LME 

recently... 


Don't care who ће 15, 7 
since he's «one independent 
from (МЕ. 


= 


MH LA Wey 4 


РРА Wim. Tee 


418 the 
current 
president 
of LME 
Aqencu. 


| 
RS 


End of Act 3 


| AUDITION 


pus TO РЕ 


„Вит A | MAY 
IHAVE Өү 
А FAVOR 0... 
TO АФК, — 
TAISHO! 
„ИМ 
FINALLY 
ABLE TO 


AUDITION 


с ТӨУС СУХА 


E „LENT 
PERFORM ME THIS, 


WELL SOMETHING «HE 

THAT'S 20 ACTUALLY. 

IMPORTANT 20 
TO HIM, 


la x М > ( М 


З ( +". IT'S LIKE 
3 г | BORROWING 

TAISHO'S 

LIFE. 


\ will No. 
play хе Б 
моћ~ . 


se 


«THAT 
TAISHO 
MIGHT THINK 
I WAS 
JUST BEING 


FKIVOLOUS 
BUT... 


THERE WAS 
ONE GIRL 
THAT GAVE 
МЕ 6009E 
BUMPS, 
SHE'S 
AUDITIONING 
FOR THE 
SAME 
SECTION 


AFTER THE 
PRESIDENT'S 


INTRO, 
NO ONE 


CAN MAKE AN 
IMPRESSION 
ON THE 
JUDGES. 


N 


4 


то == 


100 
LATE 


STARTING 


ONPAGE THEN, 


1р4, 
THIRD 


UM... 


GIRL WHO 
| THREW 

| THAT 
KIP! 


wsnot THAT 
just Зі WAS 

\ 
secol EXTRA- 


wsamost ORDI- 
see МАКҮ, 


natural 


MUST'VE 
BEEN THE 
MOST 
IMPRES- 


AAi Sn 
p оге АМР 
wis SHE KEPT 
RECITING, 
THE WHOLE 
2 ТІМЕ 
(A \ ALLOTTED. 
МЕ, 
^ 


BLOCKS 


WHEN 
I 


WALKED 


THREE ACROSS 


A CROWDED 
AREA WHERE 
MANY BUSY 
PEOPLE 
WERE 
PASSING 


LOOKED AT 
THE STREET 
SIGN, IT WAS 


APPARENTLY 


А STREET 


NAMED 
BROADWAY 


ОР 
COURSE, 


I 
HAVE 
THE 
CONFI- KANAE 
PENCE KOTONAMI— 
id I WAS BORN 
TOBEAN 
ACTRESS! 


„WITHTHE © 
SPOTLIGHT — 

ON ME, Е 
TO WIN THIS — 
AUDITION! > 


РЕ SHE'S 


THERE'S 
ONE MORE 
GIRL THAT 

MADE AN 


THAT AGENCIES 


AUT) a HATE 
ST BE A 
AMATEUR, КЕ а 
SINCE SHE ii 
DOESN'T | I WANT 
EVEN ФЕЕМ | TO GET 
TOKNOW | CLOSE TO A 
THAT. |. CELEBRITY" 
THE MOST! 
= ex ИЕ INSTEAD OF 
Y MENTIONING 
м. IM... EN TSURUGA, 
ABSOLUTELY , L WHO PRETTY 
SURE ABOUT E MUCH REPRE- 
THIS. SENTS LME 


VAS A STAR 


NI QA Y 
m 2, ed 


= FIRST ONE === 
= => 


y 


tl. pac 
ІШ АЊА 
ANC di AME DA | = UN 
121223 | SE MENTIONS 
А ! Ы SH0 
РОМА, 


А 5 
= 
PLAIN GIRL =< 


LIKE YOU, “= 
TRYING TO ZA 
BECOMEA E 

CELEBRITY! 


GIRL!!! 


I WAS 


Ё SOMEWHAT 
£ | LOOKING FOR- 

| WARD TO HER, 

va | SINCE You 


LET HER 
° AUPITION, 


MR. 
ФАМАКА. 


PIP YOU 
FOKGET THAT 

I ALMOST THREW 

YOU OUT BECAUSE | 
I THOUGHT YOU 
WANTEP TO JOIN 

QUK AGENCY JUST 

TO GET CLOSE 

TO REN?! 


1 DON'T 
THINK WE | 
CAN EXPECT И 
ANY TALENT | 


CONS NU 


PON'T YOU 
UNDERSTAND 
IT'5 THE SAME, 

u EVENIFITS | | 
SHO РИМА 


у 
h тет 
х 

Ds 


MAKE IT!! = 


| я ПА rs 


CLOSE ТО?! 


ІІ 


Please. 
stop tryina 
to Make 
everyone into 
characters 
froma 
гомапсе. 


SIMPLY 
SHO 
FUWA'S 
GROUPIE 


DON'T 
YOU FEEL 
THERE'S 
A DEEP 
MEANING 
IN HER 
ACTIONS? 


This Hmph. 
is such 
interestina YOu Guys 
material are no fun. 
' Use your 
imaal- 
nation! 


L 


22 


У) 


YOU'KE 
M PLAIN! 
d 


HI 


| | 


Ха 


NN 


AW 


L 


2 


EVEKYBOPY 
HAS 2UCH 
FANCY 
TALENTS, 


THERE WAS 
20 LITTLE 


ES 
ES 


> 
27) (ete 


ACTRESS. 


Personal PR. 
d 


Enalish / 


DIDN'T NEED 


/ 


b 
.. wouldn't Be into, But 
| can't hate Ым. | don't 
dislike him. With Ren, 
| havent Been aBle to 
put forward a firm 
personality for him, 
so he's out... Those 
were the thinas | was 
thinking, when the 
editor answered for 
me. 


Well, in Act 3, although 
му Schedule was tight, 
| drew his appearance 
in great detail, and | 
did enjoy it a Bit. | en- 
joyed him in Act + 
And in Act 5, towards 
the very end, although 
he only appears in 
three panels, | stopped 
(wy hands and pondered 
many minutes to decide 
his costutve...&ut..l'd 
kept it a secret. Га 
kept it a secret... „„НАР 

| thought I'd kept it TALENTS 
hidden that | secretly 
(7) love him!!! (І don't 
"love" characters | 
draw?! Geez... 3 
And..it's a middle-aged 
man acain..!! С Oh 
dear (tears). 


„lt was emBarrassinaly 
OBvious... 'l Some- 
Жила 5 wrona. | had 
declared that I'd re- 
frain from drawing 
middle-aged Guys... 


Continued on pace ІЗ 


| / Japanese 
Cleaver 


WHY 19 
ФНЕ 20 
PLAIN?! 


„SOIFI „DONE 
ФЕТАМУ THIS 

MORE TECHNIQUE 
NERVOUS 


INA 
I WILL WHILE... 
DEFIN- 


ITELY.. 


GOING TO 
PRETEND 
TOBEA 


GROCER 
? 


x Ме 
This is the вазе tor the rose. 
К is made from the thickest part 
of the radish, which was cut Off, 
then hollowed out. 


KATSURA- | 
MUKI, 
THE AKT ОР em № 
VEGETABLE fe 65} 221) 
PEELING! Moz & | 
БА) Ш = 


SHOULD 


IHAVE |. ^^ 


COOKS 
CAN PO 
THIS! 


201 
DIDN'T WANT 
SHOTARO'S 
PARENTS TO 
CONSIDER ME 
A NUISANCE! 


MUKI, 
ALTHOUGH 
NOT YET 
PERFECTLY! 


MOST OF 
THE YEAR, 
SHOTARO'S | 

PARENTS 

TOOK 

CARE OF 

ME. 


i $ 
i 


SHE'S DOING 
KATSURA-MUKI, 
WHICH 
ONLY A 


JAPANESE 
COOK 
CAN Do! 


THAT'S WHY 
I TRAINED 
REALLY HARD 
SINCE I WAS 

LITTLE! 


Ends of a => 
radish that ки 
was thrown: 
away Because it 
had gone Bad. 


IT WASN'T 
BECAUSE I 
WANTED TO 
BECOME A 
JAPANESE 
COOK! 


PROFESSIONAL | 


CABBAGE 
INSTEAD 


CLAP CLAP CLAP CLAP 
R Well, 
That was N Y ) well, Im 
the most ZN surprised. 
interesting ЖО š RI 
skill o£ 


MANAGE 
TO LEAVE AN 
IMPRESSION 

ON THE 
PRESIDENT 
? 


BUT NOW 


I WANT TO APMIKING 
THANK THEM AND STUPID 
FROM THE CHILD... 
BOTTOM OF 


en MY HEART. 


I DIDN'T 
THINK 
ANYTHING I 
LEAKNEP AT 
SHOTARO'S 
INN WOULP 
HELP ME 
HERE! 


EVEN 
THAT FOOL 


1.WONDER 
ISABI 
IFICAN T АМАН 
BELIEVE THAT | | за. BECAUSE 
г \ eh pe e 
ae oh bil PE SHOTARO'S 
ws : knife. excellent PARENTS... 


Okay, 
пе? 


55 
E x 


М 


„I WAS 
РЕФРЕКАТЕ 
TO LEAKN, 
20 THEY 
WOULDN'T 
HATE ME, 


THANKS ТО 
YOU, MY 

&. CONFIDENCE, 

E à WHICH НАР 


KUN AWAY 
I WILL FROM HOME, 
ZOOM 
FAST THE 
PRELIMI- 


NARIESI 


Ë BELIEVE 


Because 
he's 


Over- 
confident 
7 


GUTS ARE 
ENOUGH TO 
MAKE IT IN 
SHOWBIZ. 


I WILL 
BLAZE 
FORWARD! 


- Blah glah Bla, 


„Singer 
Section, 
please come 
this way 
Actor and 
Talento 
Sections, 
please 
follow our 
instructions 


«AT АМ 
AGENCY 
AUPITION 12 
20 UNUSUAL, 
EVERYONE 

WILL 


SHOW- 
REMEMBER ING OFF 


| thought it 
was stranae 


that she was PON'T 


complimentina 


ww, BUT 
! Stand 
„YOU'RE ох THAT'S 
ARARE Because 
ANIMAL NOT you BECAUSE 
USUALLY dont YOU DON'T 
SEEN BY "^ Бероме 


HUMANS... 


YOU'RE 
PLAYING 


| Dward Airpopoċemus 
| А small hippo, just like the 
name says. It’s one of the `; 
hree rarest animals 


SECOND 
FIDDLE 


doa 
reaction 


PASS THIS 
AUDITION 
AS 


THE MOST 
4 PROMISING 
N 


COMER... 


= SPECIAL 
— SKILL WAS 
2 _ AMAZING 


„Ао 
| the words 
\\| the person 
onthe | 
| | cellphone | 


Се 


НЬ” № | POI 
Ж Numser| HAVE ТО 
Ы! | КЕ 


The people auditioning 
for the Singers 
Section left, 
hence. the two are 
side-By-side 


Te 
PIFFEKENT AUPITION 
EVERV ACTUALLY 


WILL Hee hee hee hee 
s me ж ® gm 
Ne MA Ad THE LME 
19 OVER O Жей Л AUDITION 


PIFFICULT. 


/ FORTUNATELY, 
You меге | ТНЕ PRESIDENT 
гео НАФ TAKEN AN 
overtake INTEREST IN YOU. 
your sie, THE SECOND ROUND 
so you OF SCREENING 
hount | ACTUALLY TESTS 
PHYSICAL 
MPE STAMINA. 
PLEASE 
бор... 


/ IF YOU 
PASS THE 
PRELIMINARIES, 
YOU'RE ALMOST 
AT THE DOOR 
OF SHOW 
BUSINESS, 


/ 
I 
| ІІ 
ІШ 


„БИ 
AMAZING, SHE 
PRESL was | CRYING! 


ABLE TO THIS 
8 B 
"б | че hub 


PULLIT REACTION 
ОРЕ 


They 


~ 
ыг? 


with me, they, 
that couldn't 
I'm too > 
selfish. 


Top 3: Pronoun 
to Describe, 
Shotaro Fu 


| 
loved 
only 
you 
" „гот hi 
BUT ће 
beginning. 
DON'T| | emn ENOUGH, 
ү, 
pd 


And | 
finolly 
realized... 


5 EID 


EM 


AO Fre 


а TY 


— x= 


PS 


E 


= Kyoko Mogami 

. Kaleidoscope of 
Memories From 
Her Noble Perio 


PON'T 


(ġi 


killl 15 І 


S A \ 
; J 
“23 = - 
AN | 
M Ih 


V 
"f E 


Y 


1” 


ЈЕ “хокку” You 
| мах ENOUGH, |. ud 
"| meRedbe үс Really 

NO Need fok — meant 


HELL! \ паг 


End of Act 4 


ion 


The Emot 
She Lacks 


LA 
ә 
о 
_ < 


Applicants Who Passed the First Round 
(In the Acting and Talento divisions) 


ши passed 


bod 


Oh. 
А, 60 
^ L.. 
55 pini I DON'T AST ġġ 
kq YOU THINK 1 FORETOLD 26 
Sev. © FAIL? | FLUNKED RIGHT? 
I r BECAUSE 
DON'T Г P » THEY 
GET Jumi © | Everyone YA COMPARED 
т.е | | dera А МЕТО 
Please соме L YO U! 
рез into this 22 


DIDN'T 
I 


MAKE 
IT? 


Е. 


у АМ. 
=> PRESIDENT 


WALL 
NN 


„МК, 
MATSUSHIMA 


HAS я 
NOTHING но, | 19” n» 


0 pO SECTION GAVE 
= YOU HIGH 


MARKS. 


^ CELEBRITY 
WHEN | 
THE PUBLIC _ 
THEM. 
IF YOU I 
BELIEVE | 2 
5 THAT YOU'RE A 1 
SUCCESS ONLY Б Е 
ТНЕУ BECAUSE YOU'RE 
CAN GROW ТАЦЕМТЕР, АМР YOU CAN'T 
BECAUSE |- PON'T CARE FOR BECOME A 
THEY'RE EE к ШЕН fi CELEBRITV 
) ats , JUST BY 
а 4 шэн THEN YOU'RE BEING SELF- 
ing NOT AREAL SATISFIED, 


y 


ad, YOU THINK 
desrRucrioN or? 
П 


CELEBRITV. 


IN 
YOUR CASE, 
YOU LACK 
WHAT 19 MOST 
NECESSARY TO 
A CELEBRITY. 


AND OF ALL THE 
APPLICANTO 
WHO FAILED, 
YOU LACK IT 
THE МОФТ. 


CELEBRITIES 


„YOU 

Well, SHOULD 

the last ALWAYS 

reaction | | REMEMBER ae 
е TO LOVE AS A 
was a 

judament YOUR PROFES- 

M test. AUPIENCE SIONAL... 


You should 
гемемвег 
that you you Guys ~ 
earn your 2254 
livina Ву audience 
selling is water 
dreams х 


> 


EJ 
Psycho- 
logical 
test about 
"love" 
thot the 
President 
devised. 


KYOKO, 


ONCE YOU'RE 
IN FRONT OF WAS 
THE CUSTOMER, OFTEN |] 
YOU MUST TOLP : 
ALWAYS THAT AT : 
SMILE, SHOTARO'S 
A | INN. 
BUSINESS rd ' 
ISA : 
SUCCESS ONLY 
WHEN THE 
CUSTOMER 
FEELS NO 
GLAD THAT MATTER 
THEY CAME, HOW 
ANP THAT ILL YOU 
THEY WANT „DON'T MAY 
TO COME SHOW ВЕ. 
AGAIN, IT 


SO 
the more 
foraivina 
the response 
in that 
reaction 


that person 
| wants to love 
| and ве loved, 


; \ their heart. 


.the more 


deep inside 


YOU 
HAVE TO 
WANT THE 
CUSTOMERS 
TOLOVE 
OUR INN. 


* AT 
THE 
SAME 
TIME 


„ЈЕ WE 
WANT THE 
CUSTOMERS 
TO LOVE 
UG... 


SS 
3 NS MSS WE | NI 
==. -45 is 


LES 


- 


А CONSIDERS, 


YOU i 227 
МЕКЕ 20 
PERSISTENT I б 
WHEN | THOUGHT | Ü 
YOU WERE YOU'P ВЕ у 
STALKING ME. ||| MORE H 
WHERE'D THAT |= PERSISTENT 23 
PERSIS- й \ 4 


JIR 


МА Мын шог, 


COURSE, \~ 
ТНАГФ PS 

WHAT THE 

PRESIDENT 


MAINLY = 
BUT... | 


THAT'S 
TERRI- 
BLE, 


Ар IW 
WELL LOVED | | ТНАТ ТНЕ 


N PERSON 
WILL LOVE 


"d 


PEOPLE 


THAT 


YOU'VE 
NEVER MET, «САМ 
COMPLETE L. YOU 
STRANĠERS LOVE... 
7 


. САМЕ 
НЕКЕ ТО 
BEA 


IF 


WINA 


ПУЕ LOST 
THE DESIRE 
| TO LOVE... 


Fu 


— > 
-— = BI, 
glah < Blah o ah > 
: = qu^ 
° 
СООООСОЛ ОО ET = \ 
EEE EEE Een 2 ең Y 
СІ MEGA >>>] talk that's / 
le E pu how we'll | 
: го- / H 
li E ter teed | n? | 
TE i 


се 


«АМР VET 
ФНЕ АФКФ 
HOW YOU 
CAN LOVE 


YOUR FANS, — SHE CAME AT 
ME WITHA | 
TENACITY THAT (| 
SCAREDME “5 
QUT OF MY MIND 
SAYING SHE 
WANTED TO JOIN 
THIS BUSINESS... 


LOOKS 
AS IF 


SHE 
SHE = 


WHAT hel, 
HAPPENED, hel 
MISTER? | 


Ug 
YOU'RE oo ү, 
HERE ALONE, j 


MAKING SUCH | | 


1 COULDN'T 
HELP 
TALKING 


YOU'RE 
RELAXED 
AND HAVING 
TEA HERE 
BECAUSE 
THE 
RESULTS 
OF THE 
AUDITION 


ОКАМТФАН, 
20METHING 


HAPPENEP TO „ТО BE 
ABLE TO DAYS 
AUDITION... STRAIGHT, 
SHE 
PLEAD- 
ЕР... 


Actually, she 
Stalked and threatened. 


TRIPPED 
АМР 
FELL. 


ati 
She doesn't look Okay. 


1 
When | realized 
that сомрагед to 
the main, young 
characters, the 
ratio o£ middie- 
aGed Guys was 
&oina up... Oh 
nooooooo! This 
is Becomina like 
Kureparall Гм = 
sorry! Pm sorry! и 
PH stop! Pl really 
stop drawing mid- 
dle-aged Guys! | 
will try to control 
Myself..waaahl..* 
It's not too late 
to start now..no 
more middle-aged 
Guys!! вит as | say 
this, l've added a 
scene where Lory 
ponders about 
Kyoko... this is not 
convincina at all... 29 


You &uys came 
here to drink 
Because you had 
somethina to 
Y) Be upset aBout, 
right? 


| wanted to put 
this scene when 
the story was 
printed in the 
Magazine too, and 
| couldnt... But... 
even i£ | could ve 
put that scene in 
the magazine, | 
don't know wheth- 
er he'd have Been 
dressed like that, 
and ponderina like 
that...well..jin the 
end, l must love 
Lory.. 


YOU 
„| definitely do HAVE DON'T... 
not... TO 18. 
WORK | / 
„делу it... 4% ТОРАУ # 


Ahhh! 5 


I WANTED 
ТО ВЕ 
PRAISED BY 
SHOTARO'S 


MOM, 50 
I JUST РР 


EVEN AT 
PAKUMAYA 


L ee ћу LATER 


YOU 
CAN'T BE 
IN FRONT 

OF THE 
CUSTOMERS 
LIKE 
THAT, 


PEOPLE | Ñ 
STILL SAY N 
THE SAME 


N 
THINGS 2 
TO ME. AX 


IT 
WASN'T... 


BECAUSE 


I 
WANTEP 
THE 
CUSTO- 
MERS 
TO BE 
HAPPY. 


MAKE A LIVING 


„И WORKED 
BECAUSE 
TAISHO AND 
OKAMISAN 
LIKED ME, 


'CUZ I 
WAS TRYING 
30 HARP To 


IN TOKYO 
WITH 
SHOTARO. 


Ронт smile! k 
You 

в004-ГОК- IS " 

NOTHÍNG!! it ALWAYS, 

у Wha ALWAYS, 


was ONLY FOR 
чы THIS GUY. 
life A p THAT 
for MAKES МЕ 
20 SAD! 


"LOVING" | р 
4 20ME- j p 
ONE... N 


12 THAT... 


„NECESSARY 
TO BECOME A 
CELEBRITY? 


МЕСЕФФАКУ 
TO ВЕ A 
HUMAN 
BEING. 


жтог 9 


Hmmm... 


THE PEOPLE 


| Special 2 o 8. WHO RAISED THE 
| Skill | 2 can cut, peel, and take apart anything. IF SHE о ME WITHOUT I 
| HH SHUNNING ME. бробест. 
| | P га THE PEOPLE 
Favorite | | | алаг WHO GAVE ME 
| POI MAMMA ос INTO THE ` A PLACE ТО 
wi 2 2 WORLD. SLEEP WITHOUT 
- Тһе мета ot : ASA | BEGRUPGING 
She had tO hatred so great, IT. 
pick ths you don't even 
word.- want to let 


the person live. Shotaro's parents and 


Рагимауа 5 owners. 


LOOKING 
AT 
COSMETICS. 


| 
watched her 


the airls 
reaction [ve seen 
so far... 


test, and му 
instincts 
screamed 
out. 


PEOPLE | — 


SHOULD 


I 
lf \ LET 
| HELLO | НЕК 


| f / 60 
X. our cd 


2HKIVEL 
UP IF ФНЕ 

CRIED THAT 
MUCH ALL 

NIGHT... 


| should ve 
Бад her 
drink SOME 
sake. 


She's 

P eie 
ropping. 
(ко 


| 
| 


| un 


v 


Exhausted « COULDN'T | | : 


түт miae - Xu er Terum 
Y 


Е. 


— iu; 231122 


TO CRY A 

LOT WHEN 
I WAS 

LITTLE. 


HAKP IN 
A LONG 
I THOUGHT TIME, 

IF І CRIER.. 


HAVEN'T 
CRIED THIS 


HELP 
ME... 


SOAmgmraox 


THE 
2TONE 


EVEN 
THOUGH I 
THKEW ОИТ 
ALL MY 
BELONGINGS 
WHEN I VOWEP 
MY REVENGE 
AGAINST 
SHOTARO... 


24 
COULDN'T 
INIHROW 


„HE 1 
2APNE22 | 23 
АМР GRIEF 
THATI = 
COULDN'T | 
CONTAIN. || 


„му dark 
feelinas, 


„аге. 
about 


BUT... 


to соме | алела 
TEMA under. WHEN I MAGICAL 
sy ense | “round ... 
P. HOLP IT IN STONE... 
я MY HANDS, 
She IS the I FEEL 
casi duped. BETTER... 


„Г MIGHT 
BELIEVE IT 
ONLY BECAUSE 
v Uu ТНАТ'2 WHAT 
KW I WAS TOLD 
à Y > _ WHENI 
- АЖ GOT IT. 
: STONE; ( SEAT 
(177771: | ae 
“SOOTHES: stone 
"МЕ EVEN: L| sadness 
NOW e 
qe >> 


W: | 


LAUGH 
LIKE 
ALWAYS... 


„„ЕУЕМ 
IF YOU 
BEER PUT 
" А THOSE 
PIECES 


<> BACK 
4 TOGETHER 


`` WW CD А MN 


YOU'RE 
GIVING 


m 
REALIZED 
WHAT WAS 

WRONG 
WITH ME. 


WHY I LENT 
YOU MY 
PRECIOUS 


| BELIEVED 
SERIOUS, 


Т 


YES. 


МЕЦ 
CONSULTED ALTHOUGH I 
YOU CROSSED HER 
BECAUSE OUT ONCE, 
CM T 
jk thet 
"aee or х THOUGHTS, 
e HER, WHICH 19 RARE. | 
already d ] 20 IT'S ALL 
werd c. \ RIGHT. 


WEEEELL, 
I WAS 
INTERESTED 

IN HER 


PECULIAR 
PERSON- 


: ALITY. 


¿Se 
м8). 
ФСКАТСН 


«SHE DOES 
LACK AN 
IMPORTANT 
EMOTION. 


„А PICTURE OF шир 95: 
PERSISTENCE 


AND GUTS! 


ФНЕ WILL... 
w „СОМЕ BACK... 


SMT de 


» 


* * 
Skip-Beat! End Notes * 


Everyone knows how to be a fan, but sometimes cool things 
from other cultures need a little help crossing the language barrier. + 


Page 11, panel 5: Kyoko's long nose 
In Japanese, someone whos very boastful or vain is described as being 
a Тепри. A Tengu is a mountain spirit who has wings and a long nose. 


Page 14, panel 3: The hand coming from Kyoko's throat 
In Japanese, theres an expression "to want so much that a hand comes 
out of the throat.” This is a visual representation of that expression. 


Page 19, panel 5: The Taisho 
In traditional Japanese restaurants, the master is called “Taisho” and 
his wife is called 'Okami-san' The employees call them by their title, 


as do the customers. 

Page 21, panel 7: Kyoko isn't going to high school 

Compulsory education in Japan is only up to ninth grade, so Kyoko 
doesn't have to finish high school. 


Page 30, panel 2: Inn proprietress 
In Japanese inns, the "face" of the inn is the proprietress (okami-san), * 
who greets guests and takes care of the customers. The husband stays 

in the background, taking care of management duties. 


Page 33, panel 1: Kligo Pu #cchin Pudding 

In Japan, there is a Glico product called Pucchin Purin. The “pucchin” 
describes popping a pin on the bottom on the container, which lets air in 
and makes the pudding drop out. 


* 
* 


Page 59, panel 1: Kyoko's bow 
This is a formal way to greet a person, called 'Mitsuvubi', 
where three fingers of each hand rest on the tatami mat. 


Mitsuyubi literally means "three fingers” 


Page 66, panel 4: The big sneeze * 

In Japan, sneezing is a sign that people are talking about you. Sneeze once 
and you are being praised, twice and you are being criticized, three times and 
you are being laughed at (or admired or scolded), and four times means you 
will catch a cold. 


Page 70, panel 3: Talento 

"Talentos" or talents in Japan usually appear on various TV shows as 
regulars, but they may also appear in dramas/movies/commercials, MC 
a show, sing and put out CDs, write magazine columns/essays/books, etc. 


Page 93, panel 3: Oricon 
Oricon is the Japanese equivalent of the Billboard Music Chart. 


Page 101, panel 2: Straw doll 
In Japan straw dolls can be used, much like voodoo dolls, to put a curse on 


someone. 


Page 101, panel 3: Mo! 
A Japanese exclamation similar to “geez.” ж 


Page 133, panel 3: Katsura-muki 

А technique for peeling daikon radish (and other vegetables, like cucumber 
and carrot) into paper-thin strips, which then are used in food presentation 
and preparation. № 


ж 


№ 6. 
Р” маа * 
ік rx Yoshiki Nakamura is Ts 


„°° originally from Tokushima prefecture. 7. 
НМ She started drawing manga in elementary — °. 
school, which eventually led to her 1993 debut of = 

Yume de Au yori Suteki (Better than Seeing in © 

a Dream) in Hana to Yume magazine. Her other ° 

works include the basketball series Saint Love, © 

MVP wa Yuzurenai (Can't Give Up MVP), 

< Blue Wars, and Tokyo Crazy Paradise, a 

"з, series about a female bodyguard |. 
°° in 2020 Tokyo. га 


. x 
X я 


SKIP. BEAT! 
f wl » 


Shojo Beat Edition 


STORY AND ART BY VOSHIKI NAKAMURA 


English Translation 8 Adaptation/Tomo Kimura 
Touch-up Art 8 Lettering/Sabrina Heep 
Design/Yukiko Whitley 

Editor/Pancha Diaz 


Skip-Beat! by Yoshiki Nakamura © Yoshiki Nakamura 2002. All rights reserved. First published in Japan in 2002 by 
HAKUSENSHA, Inc., Tokyo. English language translation rights arranged with HAKUSENSHA, Inc., Tokyo. 


Some art has been modified from the original Japanese edition. 


The stories, characters and incidents mentioned in this publication are entirely fictional. 


No portion of this book mag be reproduced or transmitted in ang form ог by any means without written 
permission from the copyright holders. 


Printed in the U.S.A. 

Published by VIZ Media, LLC x 
P0. Box 11010 = 

San Francisco, СА 94107 р (E 

109 8 1654 www.viz.com www.shojobeat.com 


First printing, July 2006 


Fourth printing. June 2012 PARENTAL ADVISORY 
SKIP- BEAT! is rated T for Teen and is 
recommended for ages 13 and up. This 
ET volume contains a grudge. 


XK ratings.viz.com 


